Anywhere Wellness Center
Your Address






         Phone:  (304) 123-1234
Yourtown, WV 12345


                                 Fax:      (304) 123-1234
______________________________________________________________________________

Dear Parent or Guardian,

We would like to take this opportunity to let you know that we are offering the Hepatitis B vaccine to all students (age 18 and under) who are registered at the Wellness Center.  For children without insurance, the cost for this vaccine will be covered by the West Virginia Immunization Program if it is given at the Wellness Center (please note: if your child is covered by private insurance that will cover this vaccine, that agency will be billed but you will not be billed for any co-payment or deductible).  The Hepatitis B vaccine normally costs around $100 so we urge you to take advantage of this opportunity!

Attached is information regarding the Hepatitis B vaccine for your review.  Please keep this information for your records. The Hepatitis B vaccine includes a series of three shots usually given within a six month period.
If you would like the Wellness Center to administer this vaccine, please review the attached information, then sign the permission form.  Your one signature will be authorization for all three vaccinations.  However, you will be notified before each vaccination is given and your child will receive a card after completing the series for you to keep with your records.  If your child is a patient of the New River Health Association,  this information will become part of his/her permanent medical record.  If your child receives health care with another area health care provider, we encourage you to share the dates of the vaccination with them.  

After completing the consent form, please have your child turn it in to his/her teacher or the Wellness Center.  As soon as we receive the consent, we will contact you to schedule a date for your child to receive the first vaccination.  

Your child must be registered at the Wellness Center to participate in this program.  If you have not yet received a Wellness Center consent form, your child may pick one up at the Wellness Center or school office.  If you have any questions, please call us at one of the above numbers.

Sincerely, 

Your SBHC
Important Information about HEPATITIS B and the VACCINE

Please read this information carefully and keep it for your records.

WHAT IS HEPATITIS B?
Hepatitis B is a virus that attacks the liver.  It can cause permanent liver damage and scarring and in some cases, even cause death.  It is the number one cause of liver cancer in the world. The symptoms of Hepatitis B include tiredness, poor appetite, yellow skin and eyes (jaundice), nausea and vomiting.  These symptoms may last for weeks or months.  Some people have no symptoms at all.

HOW IS THE VIRUS SPREAD?
Despite careful interviewing and research, one-fourth of transmission is UNKNOWN.  The known ways of spreading the virus are:

* Through the skin by way of cuts, scrapes and needle sticks
 * Sharing needles, toothbrushes or razors

* Sex  






 * Tattoos, ear and body piercing  
Some people who are infected with Hepatitis B become carriers.  Even without having any symptoms of the disease, they continue to spread the virus.  Carriers are at high risk of having liver failure in life.  Babies who catch Hepatitis B from their mothers at birth are more seriously affected by this virus.  About 90% of babies who become infected at birth become carriers.  One in four of these carriers will eventually die from cirrhosis or liver cancer.

HOW COMMON IS HEPATITIS-B?

In the United States there are over 1 million people who are carriers of Hepatitis B.  Every year about 200,000 persons, mostly young adults, get Hepatitis B for the first time.  About 5,000 people die each year from the results of Hepatitis-B infection.

HOW SERIOUS IS HEPATITIS B FOR YOUNG ADULTS?  About 10 of every 100 young adults who catch Hepatitis B become carriers.  Two to three of these carriers will die from cirrhosis (liver scarring) or liver cancer.

IS THERE A CURE?  No, like most viral infections there is no cure for Hepatitis B.   

IS THERE A WAY TO PREVENT HEPATITIS B INFECTION?
YES, by getting the Hepatitis B vaccine.  Hepatitis B vaccine is made from common baker’s yeast by genetic engineering.  The vaccine does not contain human blood products.  The vaccine is given by injection on three separate dates.  After 3 doses, the vaccine is over 95% effective in preventing Hepatitis B infection.  Protection for normal, healthy children and adults lasts at least 15 years.  Studies show that the vaccine could protect your child for life.

WHY SHOULD YOUR CHILD GET THE HEPATITIS B VACCINE?
Anyone can get Hepatitis B.  In fact, 1 out of every 20 people in the US has been infected with 

Hepatitis-B.  Because of the serious liver disease, cancer and death resulting from Hepatitis B infection, children and teenagers should be vaccinated to protect them before they enter young adulthood when they are most likely to catch Hepatitis B.

MILD OR SERIOUS SIDE EFFECTS FROM THE VACCINE.
The most common side effect is soreness at the site of the injection.  No serious reactions have been known to occur due to the Hepatitis B vaccine.  As with any drug or vaccine, however, there is a rare chance that allergic or more serious reactions could occur.

IS IT SAFE FOR A PREGNANT PERSON TO GET THIS VACCINE?
The vaccine has not shown any harm to pregnant women or their babies.  But, if a pregnant woman catches the disease, it can cause severe problems for the mother and long term infection in the baby.  So pregnant women can safely be given the Hepatitis B vaccine.

WARNING: SOME PERSONS SHOULD NOT TAKE THIS VACCINE WITHOUT CHECKING WITH A DOCTOR.
*  Anyone who has had a severe allergic reaction to yeast, as evidenced by getting very ill when they eat pizza or bread.  The      signs of a severe allergic reaction include difficulty breathing, convulsions and skin turning blue.

*  Anyone who has a history of hepatitis or jaundice, other than as a newborn.

*  Anyone who has had a severe reaction to prior Hepatitis B vaccine.

REACTIONS
If the person who received the vaccine gets sick and visits a doctor, hospital or clinic during the four weeks after getting the vaccine, please notify the Wellness Center staff.

QUESTIONS
If you have any questions about Hepatitis B or the vaccine, please call your family health care provider or you may call the Your Wellness Center at 123-1234 or our School-Health Office at 123-1234.
WV School-Health Technical Assistance & Evaluation Center, Marshall University
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